Isolation and partial characterization of equine herpesvirus type 1 in Czechia.
Equine herpesvirus type 1 was determined as the etiological cause of an abortion storm in Czechia in 2003 after the virus strain was isolated from aborted fetus and identified by serological means and by PCR technique. Cloning and sequencing of the glycoprotein D confirmed the identity of the isolates and showed molecular relationships to known EHV-1 strains. Comparison of glycoprotein D sequences with corresponding sequence of EHV-1 reference strains (Kentucky-A and Ab1) revealed high nucleotide homology. The Czech isolate of EHV-1 virus does not differ significantly from the Ab1 strain regarding the glycoprotein D gene and does not bear the frameshift in the 3' terminus which occurs in the Kentucky-A strain.